scientific articles were published per year on alcohol, and virtually none on illicit drugs. Between 1950 and 1970 , the number of articles doubled each decade. By the late 1980s more than 3,000 scholarly articles on alcohol were appearing per year, and the trend has continued unabated since then. A major part of this exponential growth is due to the number of addiction specialty journals that publish articles on alcohol and other drugs. There are now more than 85 addiction specialty journals, most of which have been established since the 1970s (Babor, Morisano, Stenius, Winstanley, & O'Reilly, 2008) . The rapid expansion of scientific communication outlets and publication opportunities in the addiction field, of which IJADR is one example, is part of a larger process of steady growth in the field, and is certainly fueled by increased numbers of scientists and clinicians devoting their careers to addiction work. Without specialized scientific journals, the addiction field would not exist as we know it.
Contrary to the emphasis placed upon the biological and clinical sciences, some of the most important questions in addiction research reside in the domain of the social, behavioral and population sciences. At the very core of addiction research are questions about what drives population rates of drug and alcohol problems, why some populations have higher rates than others, and what societal interventions are effective in reducing those rates. It is therefore critical that this segment of the field develop a stronger set of communications options, and better ways to disseminate their research findings. IJADR should aspire to become not just a reporter of international trends in substance use, but also a player in the global policy arena. Thomas F. Babor
